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On Publication of “Friendship and Understanding’

- Growing Together, Building Our Future”
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Hitoe Fukuzawa

Chairwoman 2024 Kuki City International Friendship L~ '
Exchange Executive Committee,

Principal Washinomiya Higashi Junior High School

This year, students from Kuki City visited Roseburg and participated in a homestay
program. The Principal of Kurihashi Nishi Junior High School, Ms. Sanno as the
Leader, along with Supervisor Mr. Tanaka, Head Assistant Language Teacher
Daniel Bivens, Ms. Sasaki of Washimiya Higashi Junior High School, one high
school student, and 13 junior high school students participated as members of the
delegation.

There were various reasons for participation, such as students who requested by
themselves and students who were reluctant but encouraged by their parents to
participate. Though at the return report meeting, all the students said, "I'm glad |
participated!”

There are many things that you can only understand by experiencing them. | hope
that this experience will not only spark their interest in different cultures but also
encourage them to challenge themselves in various ways, discover their own
potential that they have not yet realized, meet many people, and grow into rich
individuals.

Finally, 1 would like to express my sincere gratitude to everyone who cooperated
with this project.
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Dispatch Schedule

Bt Date |B§R Time B £ A % Schedule
Day 1 10:.00 | %€ EBE&I1Ia=F1t>9-— Meet at Washinomiya-Nishi Community Center
July 22 10:30 HBERX (BEBa1Ia=F1t>9—F—) Departure Ceremony at Washinomiya-Nishi Community Center Hall
11:00 | HFE (FARTHEEHEAN) Bus to Haneda Airport
13:00 | RNEEHHNE (F19—-3IF1L kD1>7) Haneda Airport Arrival
16:20 | TIIHZE(DL) 1 66{EICTY 7 MILEREHRA Departure to the U.S.(DL166)
N ¥y
(B EERER) SOATRBIER (Crossing the date line) *U.S. time below
N y
10:05 | Y7 MIVEIRESBTIE (Fi) Arrival at Seattle Airport(Transit)
15:15 | FIIMELI24FICTA—Y— D EHA Departure to Eugene Airport(DL4124)
16:33 | A—Y—UEHRNE Flight lands in Eugene, Oregon
N2Ta=XN=THA Head to Roseburg by bus
18:00 | B—XN—JHEE Arrive in Roseburg
18:30 FRAL773IY—rxt@. 98 Meet host families and have welcome dinner
Day 2 [a—XN—-THRR%E] [Explore Downtown Roseburg]
July 23 | 10:00 O—AN—JHAEEEICES Meet at Roseburg Public Library and break into groups
ITN—T o hn3 Explore Downtown Roseburg in groups
EEE. HHFF. TRE, EBELRZ (Library, Courthouse, Police, Fire)
1230 | BB ({—RbIYF-1R=9TEI=v7) Meet at Eastwood Park for a picnic lunch
14:00 | FRICKE L. #LoNSEY Meet at a school and make clay roses with Deb Baxter!
16:00 —ERAL773IY—EBNRGE, B Host Families will determine dinner before meeting for Music on the Half Shell
19:00 RFa7—bRBIRTIa-Yv 7 -2 -H-/n=7Yx)L | Music onthe Half-Shell. Watch/listen to live music at Stewart Park
Day 3 (eR#V (¥v>7) ] [Head to the Coast (Camping)]
July 24 | 10:00 | &RICESE. ETHEEN Meet at RHS to prepare for coast trip
12:15 BR#%. YavEr”T Eat a brief lunch then do some shopping, look at reclaimed art displays
15:00 | N==RT - Fv>TITS5UYFAHR Head out to Honey Bear Campground
16:30 F v TIBAEE Arrive at Honey Bear Campground.
FUMPRETEL S, EBREV Help get camp set up and start to settle in.
18:00 IR Cook/Eat Dinner
2000 | ¥+¥>T7I514EF4 Camp Activities
* v IBICER (RYOMRE) Overnight at the campground
Day 4 [Yzv bE—-F] [Coast - Jetboats]
July 25 8:00 FroTIBTHE Break Camp / Breakfast
BRBEY Beach Activities
13:.00 | BR& Lunch
14:30 | T—IFE—FAHHR Head to Gold Beach
15:30 Yz bR— MMRER Arrive at Jet Boats and get ready for trip
17:30 | B—XAN—THAR3 Head back home




Bft Date (B0 Time B £ A % Schedule
Day 5 [2>a-F -2ZX574 bA] [Concord Estates]
July 26 9:00 WYy e R—=R - SVFA Head out to the Backen Horse Ranch
11:.00 | B®& Lunch
12:00 a>a—-F--TR5F4 bEELD Arrive at Concord Estates and Play.
(KRERT—IL, F=—bLl—4L, I=VT7I—-RY) (The Concord Estates has a giant pool, game room, mini-theatre, etc.)
16:00 I9YRVTISR Cooking Class
IONRF=FTrVwISHEEEYELE Cook Empanadas with a local cook, Dessi, at the Rainbow Kitchen!
Day 6
[FRb773)—viBTLF L] [Host Family Activities]
July 27
Day 7
[FRF773)—iBTLELEL] [Host Family Activities]
July 28
Day 8 [7L=—9—-LaIA] [Travel to Crater Lake]
July 29 8:00 ®&. 777 7EALLABANESR Depart from The Atom to Umpqua National Forest
NEx2T Hike
12:30 | BR® Lunch
14:00 IJL—9— - LA 7 iFR Explore Crater Lake
16:00 | B—XN=T~E3 Depart for Roseburg
Day 9 [B=ZAN-THFTRITRENA] [Farewell Day]
July 30 11:30 YI27)VT— Wildlife Safari
14:30 | KR+ 773 — LB RIEDER Final Host Family Time
17:30 | B5Ing Farewell Feast
Day 10 [@—X = T7H %] Departure - Traveling Back to Japan
July 31 2:00 NRTaA—Y—2EHA Bus To Eugene Airport
3:00 aA-I-EHBIE Airport Arrival
5:15 FILIREL128F IS TV 7 MILERESAHRE Flight DL 4128 Departs
6:29 V7 MVEREEEE Arrival at Seattle Airport
11:40 | FILIMZE | 6TEIC TREEHEA Departure to Haneda Airport.(DL167)
N ¥
(BEEHRRIB) XUT BARRH (crossing the date line) *Japan time below
Day 11 { 13
Aug 1 14:15 | NBEEHEDE NEBEL) Arrival at Haneda Airport (Immigration)
15:00 | HE (FNRTBEBIIa=F1tr9—A) Bus to Washinomiya-Nishi Community Center
17:00 | BE@®EII2=F1t>9—3% Arrival at Washinomiya-Nishi Community Center
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Monday, July 29*h, 2024, Crater Lake
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lori Akatsu (High School Student)
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| joined this project to meet Amber, whom | hosted last year. | made a lot of
memories with Amber. | really enjoyed the activities such as camping, jet boating,
and swimming pool. | was often surprised at how different American culture is from
Japanese culture, and | learned many things. My host family was always kind and
very reliable. They are my new family. | really wanted to stay in the U.S. longer.
Even after this project is over, | want to keep in touch with Amber and | will definitely
come back to the US!

Amber Todd
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I loved my trip to Kuki and was so glad that | was able
to host my new sister lori when she visited Roseburg,
It was so fun to show her my city and watch her have
new adventures. One of my favorite memories is lori's
first day to my house where she met (very timidly) our
animals: 2 dogs, my cat and my birds. lori was so
afraid that she could barely be near them...But, at the
end of the trip, | have a photo of her on my couch
surrounded by all of them! | loved watching her have
new experiences; playing in our pool, boating on the
river, camping, and just chilling in my room. | will
always be in touch with lori. | am going to spend next
year in Japan as an exchange student for my college.
This program has solidified my desire to do
international business with a minor in Japanese. | can't
wait to see lori soon!
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Toma Mugikura (Kuki JHS 2" Grade)
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| enjoyed spending every day with my homestay partner Cooper, playing games and
playing in the neighborhood park. His family was also very welcoming and made me
feel as if they were my own family. Hiking at Crater Lake was much harder than |
had imagined, but the scenery was amazing beyond words. During this homestay, |
was helped by many people and learned a lot. Through this experience, | strongly
wanted to learn to speak English better. | hope to visit Roseburg again someday.

Cooper Myers

ABARODEYOEEILT L A>TV DT, WONERIZABRIZIT> THEVT
To WRIEARHITELL, Google TEBRERRELALTICINITICADHAR
BLAREFETTT, THOWVIEBZLZE WS Y, SHLBEREZHFINELSRY T,

| really want to go to Japan because the structure of buildings are really cool. The
mountains look really beautiful and | love the views | have seen so far when
searching images on Google. Seeing those images make me really just want to go
more.

Myers Family
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Cooper knows the language will be a
challenge but this is why he is !
trying to learn the basics before he goes.
We enjoyed the exchange

experience when the students came to
visit from Kuki. It was nice to interact
with Toma, adults, and other students
that were here. We missed

out on some of the experiences
because Toma was sick or he wasn't up
to going. But what we got to be involved
in was great.
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Kazuki Makino (Kuki JHS 2"d Grade)
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| was able to participate in the Kuki City International Friendship Exchange Program
for Junior High School Students and learned a lot and gained a new perspective. It
was an environment where we had to manage on our own without our parents. Of
course, our host families could not speak Japanese, so most conversations
consisted of English, and there were often times when we could not understand or
communicate well. However, we were able to try to reach each other and
understand each other. We also had different values and were able to look at things
from new perspectives other than our own.

Eminah Sohail
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Though | was nervous at first about meeting new
people from the exchange program at first, | realized
there was nothing to be nervous about. Kazu even
started to feel like a sister to me. Of course there were
many language barrier struggles, Kazu knew a lot of
English though which helped greatly. It was fun to meet
new people in the program, and to learn a lot of
Japanese culture. Overall, | am very appreciative of
being able to experience hosting a student from Japan,
and | can't wait to go visit the beautiful country of
Japan next year!
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Yuko Uchida (Taito JHS 3’4 Grade)
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This was my first exchange abroad, so | was anxious and didn't know many things,
but thanks to my host family and teachers who taught me many things, | was able to
have a fun and safe time. Ten days was not enough, | wanted to spend more time
with my host family. It was so much fun, | would like to go back to the U.S. again.

Kylee Enos

A= THLMd 7= | EFEEAZAL WAL, MBRERLTVE L
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The start was so scarry! Yuko was feeling sick and | was nervous. We became
friends and | cried when she left. | think | want to learn Japanese now; | wish they
taught it at school. | want to travel to Japan to visit Yuko and her family. It will also
be fun to try the food. | learned that | can make friends even if we speak other
languages too.
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Akihisa Umehara (Kuki JHS 34 Grade)
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There are countless things that | have taught and learned through this project. For
example, | taught my host family Kanji characters and how to fold paper cranes, |
realized how fun it is to speak English through conversations with Americans, and |
learned about the food culture of the country by cooking with my host family. At the
end of the trip, | felt like | wanted to go back again. These many experiences and
memories are the best souvenirs | could get through this project.

.
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Yushin Yamada (Taito JHS 15t Grade)
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When | arrived in Roseburg and had pizza at the welcome party, | was nervous, not
knowing what to say. After going to the homestay and playing catch with Nick and
his friends, my nerves melted away. | am not a good English speaker, but | tried to
communicate with them by using the words | knew and gestures, and | was happy
when they understood what | wanted to say. | was also happy when my host father
made us laugh by telling us jokes. Through this project, | realized that the more |
learn about English, the more my new world will open up. Next year | will be in a
position to accept the guests, so | will study English harder than now and try my best
to speak it.
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Nicholas Disney

BERIZOWTEL DI FU, RA ML TETHLELN>ETT, BARIC
ToT. 3BT EDHNELATT, VzlhoTa+—TRA{ITTH -7~
Y.y THELDYI L, —#BIAZ >R onFEr b REZEICENILE, BF
TALIBITAZ > THL->TRERELEITYE, BALELKIANDZIEEFUZF L,
IJL—F9 =LA 717> TEKSOIRBIZHFET LA, RERBLEBPRPIALRD
TEKFZ LA, BRICIT-E6, THO3AIZEABZE VW,

I learned a lot about Japan and had a lot of fun hosting. | am excited to travel to
Japan and learn more. At the Welcome Dinner it was awkward, but | had a lot of fun
and made friends with the two students who stayed with us. | was also nervous
about having Mr. Tanaka stay at our house too, but | learned a lot from him. | really
liked going to Crater Lake and swimming. My dad, brother, Mr. Tanaka, and | all
swam in the lake. | hope | get to see all three when | travel to Japan.
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Tomu Shirako (Kuki Minami JHS 34 Grade)
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At first, | was not very positive about the project and was confused, but my parents
put me into this program. | went to the U.S. and came back without any intention of
studying, so | didn't pay much attention to it as a passing point. However, when |
arrived in the U.S., | was intrigued by many things that were new to me, | wondered
what it was all about, | made new friends, and there was pressure to speak English.

BEhERK2F Bf =E
Katsunori Tanaka (Washinomiya JHS 2" Grade)
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| was able to get to know my host family better through the many activities and also
through getting to know everyone on the team. | was able to learn local English and
achieve my goals before | went: to get to know the locals and the team better, and to
eat lots of Roseburg food. | had steak, ice cream, hamburgers, pizza, etc. Every day
| was very fully satisfied, or rather, full. But because | was moving as hard as | could
every day, | lost about 7 pounds. | am very much looking forward to Luke coming
next year.

14



Pace Family
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My family had such a fun time. My brother, Jack, went over to Japan last year. | was
not sure that | wanted to be part of it, but | am considering traveling to Japan with the
team next year. | made new friends and | had a great time. | also learned some fun
things to say in Japanese. | had a lot of fun camping at the coast and teaching how

to make s'mores and how to start a camp fire.

15
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Risa Maejima (Shobu JHS 1st Grade)
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| was able to experience many firsts going to Roseburg. It was almost the first time
for me to go abroad. Therefore, everything | saw and ate was new and fresh, and |
was able to enjoy my time there. | had to change planes at the airport, which was
very exciting and different from my normal life. At our first camp, we had a star-filled
sky, campfires, and playing on the beach. | also remember that we went to a big
local Costco and bought some yakiudon noodles, even though we could have eaten
Japanese food a little later at the end of the trip.

FERDPER2FE HAE FX
Manami Suda(Kurihashi Higashi JHS 2" Grade)
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I think | had a lot of very good experiences participating in this international goodwill
exchange program.

| was happy to meet host families who accepted me, including junior high school
students and teachers from other schools in Kuki City.

| had lived in the United States for a time.

This time, | learned about a different world by doing a homestay in a different state.
| was especially surprised at the size of my host family's home and the amount of
nature in the area.

| was able to check the state of my English skills through conversations with host
families and participants.

In the future, | would like to improve my English, which is my strong point.
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Allen Family
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It was a pleasure to have Manami and Risa stay with us - we wish they could have
stayed much longer! They were very sweet and respectful and willing to try new
things, even though the language, life, and food in Oregon were strange for them.
They got along well with our children and seemed to enjoy big family life. There
were many highlights, including having them ride our horse and the night Risa and
Manami made a Japanese dinner for us. It was delicious! We used chopsticks, and
Japanese table manners, and we all laughed the whole time. They are precious
friends to us now, and they and their families will always be welcome at our home!
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Sakurako Hattori(Shobu JHS 2" Grade)
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There are two main things | have felt through this project. The first is the language
barrier. As | expected, there were many aspects that could not be conveyed
between Japanese and English due to differences in pronunciation and so on.
Therefore, there were many difficult times. However, | was happy when the
language was conveyed over the language barrier, and | felt a little sense of
accomplishment. The second is the difference in culture. | felt that the local people
used a little more skinship than the Japanese. | was a little confused at first, but by
the time | left, | was used to it. | learned that many Japanese people are reserved,
but Americans are more skinshipy. | have learned many things from this project. |
would like to use what I learned in my future life and pass it on to the people around
me.

EEPER3IFE &5 X5
Natsuki Haishima (Washinomiya JHS 3@ Grade)
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Through this project, | was able to experience the differences in culture and scale
between Japan and the U.S., and | also learned a lot. In addition to what | learned, |
also had a lot of fun making friends from other countries and experiencing things
that | could not have in Japan. | thought that the local people were many times more
kind and warm than | had imagined. | also thought that | would like to go back to
Roseburg to improve my English through this international goodwill exchange
program. It was a valuable experience and changed my mind about my studies. | am
glad that | was able to participate in such a wonderful project.
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Eliana Littlejohn
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I’'m very grateful | get to be part of this program. | feel like I'm learning so much
already without even having gone to Japan yet. | really enjoyed meeting new friends,
showing off our culture, and trying new things. | did things | hadn't done before with
them. | stepped out of my comfort zone to interact with new people and had many
experiences | will never forget. This exchange is encouraging me to do well in my
studies. | have so much to learn and | am so ready to get out and go see the
wonders of Japan.
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Marino Saito (Shobu JHS 2" Grade)
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| didn't really feel like | was going to do a homestay when I left home. However,
when | arrived home, | felt the difference in English conversation and food culture,
and | felt uneasy because | was alone. | went to a homestay with Emma's family. On
the first day, | felt a language barrier because | couldn't understand a lot of words |
didn't know and we couldn't talk to each other. | was happy to find that | could
understand more words and was no longer nervous because | had the opportunity to
talk with many Roseburg children and other group members at the camp. | was
happy because | could understand more words and | was not nervous anymore. |
am more motivated to study English conversation after participating in this project,
and | would like to study a lot so that | can speak more next year.

Emma Stephens
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| was nervous, but my family told
me how fun it was going to be. |
had a good time getting to know
new people and | was excited
when Kylee joined the exchange
program as well. | made friends |
didn't think | would make. |
learned some Japanese words,
which was fun. It was weird at
first not really being able to talk
with each other, but we used our
phones to communicate
sometimes. | am excited to get to
see Marino again soon!
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Yuga Nakamura (Washinomiya Higashi JHS 15t Grade)
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| joined this program because | wanted to learn about American culture and lifestyle. |
was nervous when | met my host family for the first time at the welcome party, but |
gathered up my courage and said Hello. We all laughed a lot during the blueberry
picking and tractor rides we experienced in the garden. In the hands-on activities, we
learned the fun of trying new things. Through this project, | became more interested in
foreign countries than ever before. Next time | meet the Stanleys, | would like to talk
with them about the differences in culture and lifestyle in better English. | would like to
continue to challenge various things in the future.

Stanley Family
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This was such a great experience for both our boys and us. We have hosted a lot of
international students and always enjoy getting to know new people from new
cultures. This was the first time we hosted students close to the same age as our
oldest boy, and both our boys had fun getting to know the exchange students. They
grew a lot in their ability to make friendships and relationships with those who don't
speak their same language. The activities were engaging and well executed. We
look forward to having our boys travel to Japan to experience the culture and make
new friends too.
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Tomoko Sanno
Head of Kuki City Delegation, Principal Kurihashi Nishi Junior High School
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Thank you for your hospitality in Roseburg. | made a lot of special memories with
you. Roseburg and Kuki City have been sister cities for a long time. Through this
homestay program, we have made a great friendship, and understood each other.
For our students and teachers, this experience is so precious and we will never
forget the memories we made together. We have different languages and cultures,
but we could understand each other. | am sure our friendship will continue forever. |
greatly appreciate everything you have done for all of us. | hope to see you again.

Carloni Family
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We really enjoyed having Tomo stay with us for this Sister City exchange. Tomo’s
English is excellent, so we communicated very well and learned a lot from her. We
were able to discuss all sorts of things, discovering similarities and differences in our
cultures. This experience has made us more interested in possibly visiting Japan
someday. It would be delightful to spend more time with Tomo!
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Yuji Tanaka

Educational Supervisor, Education Guidance Division,
Kuki City Board of Education
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| had a blast with everyone there. One of my favorite memories was our camping trip.
| saw the most incredible night sky I've ever seen. We had a great time chatting,
eating delicious food, and just hanging out. Before my trip to the U.S., | was so busy
that | never had a chance to relax. | realized that | needed some time to myself to
think things over. So, I've made a few changes to my lifestyle. I'm taking things a
little easier now, and | feel like I'm on the right track. | hope to visit the U.S. with my
family again someday.

BERPER #ew tkr K BN
Rino Sasaki
English Teacher, Washinomiya Higashi Junior High School
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| am very happy that | experience many things there, as Roseburg and Kuki has
been sister cities for a long time. This was my first time abroad, so everything in
Roseburg was new to me. In this experience, as an English teacher, | realized that
although the English I learned at school is important, there are experiences and
knowledge that can only be cultivated locally. | hope that the Kuki City delegation
members who spent 11 days with me will share their experiences with the schools
and families about Roseburg, the culture of English-speaking countries, and their
experiences. | hope that we will overcome the language barrier and have wonderful
encounters and learning experiences.
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Daniel Bivens
Assistant of Language Teacher,Taito Junior High School
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This was my third trip to Roseburg, and as always, it was absolutely awesome! It
was great seeing the students do their best to communicate with each other despite
the language barrier and enjoy all that the area and wonderful people had to offer.
Even for me being from a different state and living in Japan, Roseburg is a
completely different world. | especially enjoyed the camping trip, which was my first
time camping in two decades. I'll cherish the connections, laughs and memories
made over the course of the trip.

O—AN—-JWEERHte TYv 2 725—-F>
Eric Fullerton
Roseburg Sister Cities, Inc.
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This exchange program holds a special place in my heart and | am honored to have
been a part of the team to welcome students and teachers from our sister city! | am
excited to have the opportunity to grow our student friendships back up. It is so
important in our lives to know that there are friends we can form all over the world as
long as we take the time to understand one another. We started as two groups of
people from two different countries; yet, when we said goodbye it was as friends. |
saw students from both teams grow in their understanding of each other and their
cultures. | deeply enjoyed setting up local activities to show the beauty and
hospitality of Oregon. Roseburg misses you all and we look forward to visiting soon!
| am excited to have the opportunity to grow our student friendships back to the
levels of exchange that we had in the past.
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Tuesday, July 30th, 2024, Farewell Party
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